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SUBJECT: GATT CONNCIL - UK/EC ACTION ON IMPORTS OF KOREAN TV SETS 
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THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN THE INDEPENDENT ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE KOREA TIMES FOR THURSDAY MARCH 16, 1978: KOREA 
PROTESTS AGAINST UK IMPORT CURB ON TV. GENEVA, SWITZERLAND (AP) - 
A SOUTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR THURSDAY PROTESTED THAT BRITAIN'S 
LABOR GOVERNMENT VIOLATED WORLD TRADE RULES BY IMPOSING IMPORT 
RESTRICTIONS ON BLACK AND WHITE TELEVISION SETS. HE SAID 
BRITAIN ACTED UNFAIRLY IN SINGLING OUT SOUTH KOREA TO IMPOSE 
THE RESTRICTIONS, MADE UNDER ARTICLE 19 OF THE GENERAL AGREEMENT 
ON TARIFFS AND TRADE (GATT), WHICH COVERS FOUR-FIFTHS OF WORLD 
TRADE. THE ARTICLE PERMITS A MEMBER COUNTRY TO RESTRICT 
IMPORTS IF ITS DOMESTIC INDUSTRY IS BEING DAMAGE.L THE SOUTH 
KOREAN COMPLAINT, WHICH WAS NOT A FORMAL ONE AND THEREFORE 
CALLED FOR NO IMMEDIATE ACTION FROM GATT, WAS MADE AT TUESDAY S 
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COUNCIL MEETING BY DELEGATION CHIEF AMB. LHO SHIN-YONG. IT 
WAS SUPPORTED BY JAPAN, HONG KONG, INDIA AND PAKISTAN. NEITHER 
THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY NOR THE NORDIC COUNTRIES EXPRESSED 
AGREEMENT WITH THE KOREAN COMPLAINT, STATING THEY WOULD 
TEMPORARILY RESERVE THEIR VIEWS. THE BRITISH MADE NO STATEMENT. 

THE QUOTAS ON EXPORTS FROM KOREA SET BY BRITAIN FOR 1977 AND 
1978 WERE AT AN ANNUAL RATE OF 37,000 UNITS. IN 1976, SOUTH 
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KOREA EXPORTED ONLY 2,143 SETS TO BRITAIN, BUT THE COMMON MARKET 
COUNTRY SAID ITS ASIAN EXPORTER WAS PLANNING TO SHIP AS MANY AS 
300,000 SETS IN 1977. ALTHOUGH TUESDAY'S COMPLAINT BY SOUTH 
KOREA DID NOT REQUIRE ANY OFFICIAL GATT REPLY, THE COUNCIL 
NEVERTHELESS URGED BOTH DISPUTING COUNTRIES TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM 
QUICKLY. HE ASKED FOR A "MUTUAL AGREEMENT” WITH BRITAIN ON 
THE NUMBER OF SETS TO BE EXPORTED. HE DECLINED TO SAY WHAT 
A REASONABLE FITURE WOULD BE. LHO SAID THAT IF NO SUCH AGREEMENT 
WAS REACHED, HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD CONSIDER TAKING "FURTHER 
ACTION" AT THE NEXT GATT COUNCIL MEETING. HE DECLINED TO 
ELABORATE. ASKED WHY HIS COUNTRY HAD NOT FILED A FORMAL COMPLAINT, 
HE SAID SOUTH KOREA WANTED TO GIVE BRITAIN A CHANCE TO RESCIND 
THE RESTRICTIONS FIRST. BUT HE WARNED: "IF THIS KIND OF 
PRACTICE IS NOT CORRECTED, THEN IT WOULD BE DANGEROUS TO 
EXISTING GATT AGREEMENT." 

SNEIDER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: IMPORTS, TELEVISION EQUIPMENT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SEOUL021 1 1 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 16-1 165 
Format: TEL 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780360/aaaabyhn.tel 

Line Count: 78 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f7eea1c5-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 GENEVA 401 5 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3307744 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GATT CONNCIL - UK/EC ACTION ON IMPORTS OF KOREAN TV SETS 
TAGS: ETRD, KS, US, GATT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f7eea1 c5-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



